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The early mediaeval kilns appear to have been very
similar in construction to those just described, or of even
simpler construction. If we may take literally the
statement that a potter at Skipton paid 6s. 8d. in 1323
' for dead wood and undergrowth to burn round his
pots ',* it would seem that here a primitive combination
of furnace and kiln in one was in use. At a later date
the usual construction was probably something similar
to those found at Ringmer, in Sussex,2 which seem to
belong to the fifteenth century. Here the- kilns were
built: of bricks or blocks of clay cemented by a sandy
loam which vitrified under the influence of the heat to
which it was subjected. The beds of the kilns enclosed
longitudinal passages covered in with narrow arches, the
spaces between which served to transmit the hot air
to the superimposed clay vessels. The hearths were
charged through arched openings at their ends with
charcoal fuel.
To render the pottery non-porous, it was necessary to
glaze it,'J and from an early period lead has been used
for this purpose. A twelfth-century description of the
process says 4 that the surface of the vase is first to be
moistened with water in which flour has been boiled,
and then powdered with lead : it is then placed inside
a larger vessel and baked at a gentle heat. This process
gives a yellow glaze, but if green is required—and green
was the colour most often used in England in the
mediaeval period, from the twelfth century onwards—
copper or bronze was to be added to the lead. The
1 Misc. Accts., 1147, no. 23.         2 Suss. Arch. Coll., xlv. 128-38,
3	A Roman glazing kiln was found at Castor.—V. C. H. North-
ants., i. 210.
4	Fagniez, Docs, relatijs & I'histoire de I'industne, no. 133.
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